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Verlaine with impediments plain to all,
who sings of life with the ancient sim-
plicity. Poets of coming days, when once
more it will be possible to write as in the
great epochs, will recognise that their
sacrifice shall be to refuse what blindness
and evil name, or imprisonment at the
outsetting, denied to men who missed
thereby the sting of a deliberate refusal.
The poets of the ages of silver need no
refusal of life, the dome of many-coloured
glass is already shattered while they live.
They look at life deliberately and as if
from beyond life, and the greatest of them
need suffer nothing but the sadness that
the saints have known. This is their aim,
and their temptation is not a passionate
activity, but the approval of their fellows,
which comes to them in full abundance
only when they delight in the general
thoughts that hold together a cultivated
middle - class, where irresponsibilities of
position and poverty are lacking; the
things that are more excellent among edu-
cated men who have political preoccupa-
tions, Augustus Caesar's affability, all that
impersonal fecundity which muddies the
intellectual passions. Ben Jonson says in